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News Release 

National Victims of Crime Awareness Week is April 26 – May 2, 2009
Date: April 21, 2009
For Immediate Release 
No one expects to experience violence in their community.  But we’ve all seen and heard accounts of the devastating aftermath of acts of crime.  Regrettably, many have experienced it personally.

The truth is almost all of us have had first hand experience of supporting someone who has been victimized by crime.  We witness the impact that crime has on the individual, their family members, friends and even entire communities.  There are long-lasting physical and emotional consequences.

Across Canada this week, we commemorate National Victims of Crime Awareness Week. It provides us with an important opportunity to remind ourselves, and more importantly all Canadians, about the issues facing victims of crime as well as the services that exist to help them.

The theme this year is Supporting, Connecting, Evolving.  It recognizes the existing supports and services available to victims of crime and the importance of strengthening connections within the community to better meet the needs of victims and their loved ones. Victim Services Middlesex County (VSMC) is a confidential community based service which assists victims of crime and tragic circumstances by providing immediate emotional and practical support, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week via trained volunteers also referred to as Crisis Responders.  Crisis Responders support victims of crime or tragic circumstances, and connects them to resources and supports in the community.  The services of VSMC are continually evolving. With the support of the community and funding from the Ministry of the Attorney General, a Support Link program and Victim Quick Response Program are also offered.  

National Victims of Crime Awareness Week provides us all with an opportunity to learn about victim issues and about the programs, services and laws in place to help victims of crime and their families.  Victim Services Middlesex County with funding from the Victim Safety Fund is developing an interactive, educational DVD resource to educate people about what happens when a person becomes the victim of a violent crime, the supports and resources available in the community, the services available in the justice system to victims, and addresses victims’ safety concerns when high-risk offenders are released into the community. 

For more information about the programs and services offered by Victim Services Middlesex County, phone 519-245-6660 or visit our website at www.vsmiddlesex.org
For more information about National Victims of Crime Awareness week visit www.victimsweek.gc.ca
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